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vice with tbe following 
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THE 


INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS 3 


| En rel 
SITY © E are 
4 7 


ny the $ er- 
adreſs to the A 5 5 : Nude \ 


wigs, > 


aſſembled at this Ti eme, t 
ry iranſa an Affair of confiderable 
Moment; the ſetting Apart, by the 


W 2 Cboice, and Appointment of this 


Critics Seciety, the Revd, Mr. Smitf ſon. o 


the Work of the Miniſtry. 
Tbe Per 


proceeded, and are determined 


ſons cancern'd in this Apair laue 
ill to ns. 

upon the moſt catholic Principle. 

Moe ſet out therefore, F low: Chriſtians, in 


| this werghty Buſineſs, with declaring our Re- 


ſolution, as much as may be, to look beyond all 
modern Party-Diſtinctions, to Chriſtianity, in 


it's original Form; and with declaring aur 


perfett Charity towards our Brethren f every 


Denomination. And we take this Opportunity 


A 2 


Publicly 1 
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ok ch to aſſure them, that we de re, if all 
Things; 10 live in growing Friendſhip; with 
them, as Publiſhers of; one common Salvation; 
and as his Miniſters, «who has, in the flrongeſt 
Manner inculcated the | Exerciſe of mutual 
Love, as the Badge, by which all 5¹¹ Fol- 
lowers ſhould be 4 nguiſhed. 5 
Throwing afide then, as much as in us lieth, 

every Addition to Chriſtianity, and whatever 
has a Tendency to divide the Chriſtian Church, 
We join unanimouſly,” Chriſtians, in requeſting 
your fervent Prayers, on this Occaſion ; that - 
God would bleſs the ſolemn Service, which d 
are entering upon; io he would Smile upon the 
future Labours of his miniſtring Servant; that 
pure, and undefiled Religion, before God, even 
| the Father, may be continually advancing in 
this Place ; and that the only Contention, in this 
3 Chriſtian Soci ety, may be, wwho ſpall maſt excel 

in Love zo Ged, t one anther, and to all 
Mankind, | 


Ager the Singin e 4 Ph alm, the Revd. Mrs ara 
of Norwich, ied [ who Prayer, With, the Prayers of 
he other Miniſters, richly deſerved to have been here in- 
ferted, if that could have been done,] and then the Revd. 
Mr. Milner: 85 Yarmouth e 5 re 3 
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3 7 ale bleed unto 7 Taj, a7; unte ww De- 


trine. 4 


Tt H 1 8 1 is particularly 
IM addrefied by S. Paul, to Timothy; 
but deſerves the ſcrious. Attention 


and. careful Obſervance of every 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, in all the 


Nations of the Earth, and through all the 


ſucceſſive Ages of the Church; Take beed 
uno Ti byſelf, and unto. thy Treas. n 


This is the Subject, which I would propoſe 


tao the Conſideration of my Brethren in the 


| Miniſtry, and of my Fellow-Chriſtians, now 
_ aſſembled; I would propoſe it, I ſay, as a 
Brother, and as a Friend; for I have no 
Right, nor Inclination, to Dictate and Pre- 


ſeribe; no Authority, but that, which ſhall 
n from the Truths now to be deliver'd. 


* 


43 1 1 


1 -nelier Sede ire, nor 8 any EY! 
- unle what I am about to ſay be found agree- 
able to the ſoundeſt Reaſon of your Minds, 
and to the Inſtructions of divine Revelation. 
And if this be the Caſe, I hope all Chriſtians 

will think themfdlves oblig ed to ſubmit to 
ſuch an Authority; for it is ＋ * Authority of 
God; and claims our > Veneration 
and Obedience. 

The Words, which 1 have read, are ſo 
very plain, that I need not take up any of 
your Time, in a critical Examination oftbe 
Context. 

Take heed unto Thy Jo, and unto thy Dor- 
trine, i. e. Take heed, in the firſt Place, that 
your own private Behaviour, in the World, 
be Honeſt, Virtuous, and Nous, of goo 
Report and Example ; and ſuch, as becometh 
the Goſpd of Obriſt; and then take heed, : 
that all your pablick Teathiogs be confiſtent 

with Truch, and good Senſe, and entirely 
| _ agreeable to the Chriftian Doctrine. r 

In diſcoufſing upon this Subject, I will . 
little e te a e A ſtle's Advice; 
nd 1 85 2 

I. What is meant by taking heed uno ; 
e e 

II What, by dg 'heed unto bur Der- 
tene; and this will lead us to cnſider, 

II. What great Encouragement we have, 
24s Miniſters of the Goſpel, to order our 
— Wr and our public Mi- 

| niſtrations, 


* 


1 

-- niſtrations, bg haves, andy 
tian Manner. | 
55 In the firſt place, let us er what 
is meant; by taking heed unte ourſekves. And, 
1. In general, it denotes a regular and ba- 
bitual Watchfulneſs to form our 'Tempers, 
and to order our whole Behaviour, in ſtrict 
_ conſiſtency with our Characters, as Chriſtians, | 
and as Chriſtian Miniſters. As Ohriſtians, 
we are enjoin d to be holy in all our Conver- 
ſation; and as Chriſtian Miniſters, this In- 
junction is enforc'd upon us, by Conſidera- 
tions ariſing from the Nature of our Employ- 
ment; which deſerve our ſerious Attention. 
For, unleſs we ourſelves endeavour to keep 
Conſciences void of Offence to God and Men, 
we thall have little or no zeal to promote, in 
others, the love and practice of pure and unde- 
led Religion; nor can we, with any Decency, 
kreprove choſe Vices in others, of which we 
ourſelves ate equally Guilty, Rom. ii. 21, 22. 

Thou that preacheſt,. a Man ſhould nat Steal, 

aſt thou Steal? "Thou that ſayeſt, a Mar 

Should not commit Adultery, do ſt thou commit 
2 And, by a parity of Reaſon, we 


ay add, hoo, that teacheſt others to he \ 


| Sober, do'ſt tbon live in Exceſs and Riot ? 
Thon, that recommendeſt Sincerity and Truth 
to them ;do'ſtzbou practice the mean Artifices 


of Fraud and Falſhood? Thou, that preach- 
eſt Charity and brotherly Affection, do ſt 

_ live in ids * and unbrotherly 
| Contention : 


bon bn ? tun that exhortelt others to 
Humility, Moderation, and Contentment, 
"do'ſt thou allow thyſelf to be Arrogant, Ava- 
_  ritious; and Fretfol?- Thou, that teacheſt 
others to Revetence and obey the Son of God, 
do'ſt thou live in Contradiction to his Doctrine, 
and Example? do'ſt ou neglect his great 
Salvation, and ſet at nought his excellent and 
divine Religion? Thou, that preacheſt to 
others, to worſhip God in Spirit and in Truth, 
do ſt thon allow thyſelf in Superſtition and 
Hypocriſy? Thou, 7 pretendeſt to believe 
in the great God of Heaven and Earth, do ſt 
thou live in Impiety ; and thus, by thy Works, D 
deny him? Such Behaviour, in a Miniſter 
of Chriſt, is peculiarly! abſurd ; and, in the 
Eye of Reaſon, muſt appear, with the blackeſt 1 
Aggravations! His beſt Inſtructions will be 
often defeated, by his pernicious and wicked 
Example. Fe or, tho he recommends them 


in the name of God, he totally neglects them 


in his o.] n Practice; and Sinners will be in- 
duc'd to flatter themſelves, with a vain Hope, 
that Vice is not ſo deſtructive and dangerous, 

as is generally ſuppog'd ; ſince even a Man, 

vo pretends to be a Miniſter of Chriſt, and to 
poſſeſs an extraordinary Knowledge of. Reli- 


8 gion, doth yet live in the Practice of many 


ſcandalous Vices. Thus is our holy Religion 
blaſphem d, when they, who undertake to 
| preach it to others, are Strangers to its Purity, 
| and Rebels to its Authority Eat: 


* 


—— — p —ę 


(9 * 
Let us therefore, my Brethren, tab 1 
; ue our ſelves; and be firſt of all mindful: to 
practiſe that divine Religion, which we teach 


to others; and 10 be Patterns of good Works, 


to our Fellow-Chriſtians, in all boly Conver- 


ſation and Godlineſs. Let us ſtudy the ſacred 
Scriptures carefully, and endeavour to under- n 
ſtand the Extent and Glory of the Chriſtian ö 


Hope; that our Hearts may be animated with 
a juſt concern for the Happineſs of Men, and 


feel the influence of every Goſpel and rational 
Motive to Chriſtian Benevolence and ge- 


nuine Piety. And whilſt we thus honeſtly 


labour to promote the Virtue and Happineſs 
of Society, let us not affect a preciſe and ſu- 


percilious Gravity; for true Religion is not 


to be recommended, by ſtudied and affected 

Grimace, but by it's habitual, and amiable 

Influences upon our Tempers, Converſation, 
and Behaviour. The Spirit of a Faction, and 
the Intereſt of a Party, may poſſibly be pro- 
moted by formal Faces, or an artificial De- 


mureneſs; but true Religion wants no ſuch 
Aid: It's real Worth and Dignity may, and 


ought to, inſpire it's Preachers with an open, 
generous, friendly Air; and with a chearful, 


| unembarraſs'd Countenance. - Let us ſpeak 


and behave like ſenſible, good Men, in Simpli- 

city and godly Sincerity ; for this I apprehend, 
is the moſt likely Method to render our Ser- 

vices, .in. the Church of Chriſt, acceptable 


and _uſeful to Men; and approved of Gop, 
bil "0 the 
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| i 10 ) 
the Searcher of every Heart. Let us Rudy, 
my Brethren, to approve ourſelves: to the 
great GoD, to Jeſus Chriſt, our Maſter, _ 
to our Fellow-Chriſtians, of every Perluaion'; 
| — by rational and undifſernbled. Piety; by 
exact and never failing Integrity; by generous 
an divine Benevolence; by honeſt Tempe- 
rance and Self-demal ; by Parity of Manners 
and Sanity of Heart: And let us embellith 
dur public Converſations in the World, with 
all the lovely effects of that noble Candor and 
Courteſy ; that humble and condeſcending 
Good-will; that openand fincere Diſintereſted- 
neſs, which, nat only our haly Religion ſo 
fervently Recommends, but which alſo fo 
naturally ariſe in _ honeſt, good, and i- 
beral Heart. „ 
Thus are we to take heed unto ay: 
: er our Minds, and by ordering our 
Behaviour, as becometh ſenſible and wife Men, 
and the faithful Miniſters of ea ric. 
Ibis is che way to prevent the Cenſutes of the 
World; to avoid the reproaches of our own 


Hearts; and to be filled with Joy avd Hope; 


with peaceful Reflections upon what as paſt, 
and with * arr what is 29 
4a. | 
1 Will beg leave do mention FOES Pandi- | 
ono in which ren, Saen dere 
and that iss, 
2. In the _ Management. of our : 
Srodies 2255 8 
Here 


3 
He let us take heed invariably to follow 
Fs Guidance of facred Truth, — bravely 
to caſt off every Prejudice and Prepoſſeſſion, 
which Rand in the Way of ſound Reaſon, 
and divine Revelation. And, as a good 
Foundation, on which to telt our future 
Enquiries, let us ſtudy to be well eſtabliſhed 
in the Knowledge of the great and leading 
Principles of natural Religion, and in the 
Belief of God, and of his nts Perfection; 
that Hx is; that he is a Rewarder of them, 
that diligently ſeek him; the one God and 
Father of all, ſupreme, unchangeable and in- 
dependent, infinite in Wiſdom, Goodneſs, 
Fruth, and every other moral and divine 
Excellency. This Foundation being well 
laid, will prepare us for the important Study 
0 f Revelation, and enable us to · decide, 
amongſt the ſeveral Pretenſions to that Cha- 
racter, which is moſt worthy of God, and 
If, in this enquiry, we are led to give the 
Preference to the holy Scriptures; (as, I doubt 
not, every fair and diligent Enquirer will) 
it will chen become our Duty impartially to 
ſtudy them; to attend to the true Meaning 
of the original Text; to confider the Hiſtorx 
and — fo fat as we can, of the Per- 
ſons and Times, to which they relate; to 
ſtudy them, in Amir whole Connexion, fairly, ; 
-diligently ; and as thoſe, who mult give an 
doe to the Gop of Truth; fervently 
Praying 


R 1 12) 
praying to HII, the great Father of Lights, 
10 diſpel our Ignorance and Prejudice, and to 
enlighten our Minds with the Knowledge o 
"ay important and neceſſary. Truth; tha 
we may happily. affiſt others, in attaining to 
the Knowledge of, and Obedience to, God's 
| facred Will. In this Study of the Scriptures, 
q let us faithfully employ all the Advantages of 
= a liberal Education, with which we have been 
favoured. I know not how it has happened, 
but even ſeveral of our Fellow-Proteſiants have 
been for diſcarding Reaſon, in all Enquiries 
"relating to Religion; but ſurely (for I make 
my Appeal to rational Beings). Reaſon, the 
noble Gift of God, is the it Faculty, by 
Which we can judge of Religion: Without 
RNeaſon, all Religions would be alike to us; 
as they are to the Horſe and the Mule, which 
have no Underſtanding. Reaſon then, is not 
to be diſcarded; but Ignorance, Prepoſſeſſion, 
an undue Love for the preſent World. Di- 
vine Reaſon, is our nobleſt Diſtinction; and 
therefore ſhould not be vilified. It is the 
Git of God, and therefore ſhould be dili- 
gently improved. It is the inward Light, by 
which we are to judge of Revelation itſelf ; 
and, without which, Revelation can be of no 
Manner of Service to us. And therefore, it it 
becomes us to cheriſh and cultivate it, to the 
p utmoſt, It convinces us at once, that what- 
ever is abſurd: cannot be true; and that 
Whatever is impious, weak, and paſſionate, : 
8 | Can 


— — 
* * ” 
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can have no Place in Gop; or in any Reue- 
lation, that comes from him. Thus it cuts 
off, at one happy Stroke, the Abſurdities and 
Miſrepreſentations, which have too frequently 
been incorporated with the Doctrines of 
Cbriſtianiry. The following Inſtances will 
ſufficiently explain my Meaning; viz. if no- 
thing can be true that is abſurd, then Tran- 
JubſMtantiation cannot be true; for it is plainly 
abſurd.” And, if nothing can be true, that 
_Contradifts the divine Perfections, or that is 
inconfiſtent with infinite Wiſdom, Truth, 
Rectitude, Goodneſs, and Mercy; then all 
thoſe Doctrines which repreſent the Deity, 
as arbitrary, partial, inexorable, blind to the 7 
Vices of ſome, and to the Virtues of others; 
and conſequently, conferring eternal Life on 
ſome, and dooming others to eternal Perdi- 
tion, without any 'reſpe& to their moral 
Characters, and perſonal Behaviour ; but only 
| becauſe be wills and ordains it fo to . 1 ſay, 
all ſuch Doctrines are evidently falſe; and 
| can have no place, in any Revelation that 
comes from Gop: becauſe they are contrary 2 
to, and ſubverſive of, his eſſential and immu- __ 
table Perfections. It becomes us then to vin- _ 
| dicate the Glory of Go p, and, of his moral | 
Government ; and to ſay with the: inſpired 
Apoſtle, Let God be true, though all Men 2 | 
- Jhoould be found 'Lyars." Thus you ſee how 1 
neceſſary it is to cultivate Reajon, and to carry 
ir, , with us, in in all :our religious En- 


qu iries 


p .- 
qairies. And, whilſt we endeavour to im- 
prove our rational Powers; let us account i- 
their nobleſt Employment, to ſtudy, to un 
derſtand, and to obey, divine Revelation.” 
The BrRIx contains our Religion, as Chriſti- 
ans; and from theſe Records, alone; and not 
from the Creeds and Deciſions of fallible 
Men; are we to derive our Opinions. Hu- 
man Decifions may fatally miſlead us, and 
have done infinite Miſchief in the Kingdom 
of Chriſt. From this unhappy Scource, many. 
dreadful Perſecutions have broken forth, and 
deluged the Church with the Blood of ſome of 
the beſt and nobleſt Perſons, that ever lived. 
Let us then embtace the Scriptures, as our 
only Chriſtian Rule, with cordial Joy and in- 
gen ible Firmneſs. And, as we Proteſtant- 
Dilſenters are no longer ſubject to the Autho- 
rity of Men, in Matters of Conſcience, but 
are protected by the % of Governments, in 
the extenſive Enjoyment, and in the wiſe 
Exerciſe, of this religious Liberty, let us re- 
ſolve to ſtand faſt in it, and to improve it, to 
the utmoſt. We are not bound down to im- 
plicit Faith and paſſive Obedience; but have 
full Liberty to propoſe our religious Senti- 
ments, ſo long as we obſerve. Decency and 
V | Candor ; and to ſapport them, with al the 
| beſt Arguments, that Truth and liberal Study 
can afford us; and even to oppoſe (but to 
oppoſe with good Manners and -Meekneſs) 


the Impoſitions of buman Authority, in 
25 es Matters 


(15) + 
Matters of Faith and Religion ; which in- 
deed in theſe Matters is no Authority at all. 
For to ns, Chriſtians, there is but one Lord, 
tbe Loxp Chriſt FJefus. If therefore, with 
all theſe Encouragments, We do not ftand 
faſt, in the Liberty of the Goſpel ; of all 
Chriſtians, and of all Proteſtants, We ſhall 
be moſt inexcuſable! That we may, there- 
fore, moſt effectually ſecure to ourſelves, and 
proniote amongſt others, the Bleſſings 2 re- 
ligious Liberty, let us diligently cultivate 
Harmony and Acquaintance with each other; 
and with alt our friendly Fellow-Labourers in 
the Goſpel. Let us endeavour, and put 


others upon endeavouring, to underſtand the 


genuine, real Senſe of the holy Scriptures. 
For this is the readieſt Way to detect the 
Errors of Enthuſiaſm and Superſtition; and 
will enable us to preach, unto Men, divine 
Truth, and Wiſdom, in their genuine Sim 
| plicity ; which, to all Perſons of Conſidera- 
tion, muſt be infinitely preferable to the crude 
and undigeſted Exclamations of a popular 
iy But this leads me to conſider, 
II. What is meant by ROE heed unto | 
aur Doctrine. . 
This moſt evidently means, That we ann 
be careful to preach Cbriſt and his Doctrine; 
what' be bas commanded, and nothing repug- 
nant thereunto. We muſt take heed that 
our has eta oy Gn! to the. pure and. 


uncorrupted 


( 16 ) 
uncorrupted Revelation of Chriſt, our N 
2 in all its Parts. 

Halineſi is final, in the Chriſtian Rel ion; 
| and, therefore, all thoſe Doctrines, and Ob- 
| ſervances, which do not promote Holineſs of 

Heart and Life, are of no worth, in the 
Sight of Gop; and ought never to find a 
place in our publick Miniſtrations. Our 

proper Buſineſs, as Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
is to promote moral Virtue aud Chriſtian Ho- 
lineſs; and to preach Chriſt and his holy Re- 
ligion e by teaching Men 70 obſerve all things, 

. * be has commanded us: We muſt 

1 teach, What the Goſpel teaches; and urge 

Chriſtians to follow the Example, and obey 

the Commands, of their Lord; by the great 
 Motives, which he has revealed ; and en- 
= deavour to preach the Truth, as it is in 

HB Cbriſt Jeſus ; not only in a few Particulars, 

40 but in all its native Eaeent 3 declaring to our 

F Fellow - Chriſtians the Grace of ' the Goſpel ; 

' and he things, that: ate freely given us of 

God. As this 3 is our proper Province, let! us, 
my Brethren, take heed unto our Docyrine ; 
not handling the Word of Gad deceitfull y ; but 
by the os Manifeftation of the Truth, com- 
mending ourſelves to every Man's 'Conſeis ence in 
tbe Sight of God. Let us bravely renounce 
all Diſhoveſty and Craftineſs, and guard 

a gainſt all 5 dangerous Influences . Co- 
vetouſneſs, Vain- glory, and popular Applauſe; 

against all the Snares of laviſh Fear, and 
criminal 


(7) 
exiting Shame; againſt all the chetvating 
Deſires of worldly Greatneſs, and earthly 
Power; and Baal againſt all the henum- 
ing Qualities of — Indolence and Ins 
difference, either in our private Studies, or 
in our public, Miniſtrations. For theſe 
| Things will lead us to ſuppreſs Truth, whens 
ever inconſiſtent with our temporal and mean 
Niews ; and 1 promote Error and Superſtition, 
when theſe are malt likely to gratify our 
eng Paſſion: or Appetite. 
Amoengſt Chriſtians, there have been 4 
; Variety & Opinions, different from, and 
greatly oppoſed, to one another. Here, then, 
it will be * Duty of Miniſters, candidly to 
examine, and fairly to judge, which Opinions 
are true, and which are falſe ; by bringing them 
to the Law and to the Teſtimom; the great 
Rule, by which they ought to be judged. 
And, as erroneous. Opinions are likely to miſe 
lead the Practice of Chriſtians, it will be 
their Duty with Meekneſs to oppoſe Error; 
and with kind Affection to recommend 
Truth, even ſuppoſing ſueh Honeſty to be un- 
popular. Truth indeed bas often been diſ- 
guiſed by the Arts of Diſputation, and the 
Craftineſs of Faction; 45 let not this dif- 
courage us from endeavouring to diſcover it; 
and when faund, let us not be afraid to pub- 
liſh and defend it, with Modeſty and Reſa- 
lation? The great and leading Articles of | 
the Chriſtian Faith, that there is one God, and 
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7 one Mediator between God and Man, the Min 


"Chriſt Feſus, are obvious and undiſputed ; 
and the great Fundamental, in-Point of Prac- 
tice, is equally plain, viz. that in Order to 
our Acceptance with God, through Jeſus 
Chriſt, we muſt be honeft and fincere, holy 
and good Men, according to our Abilities and 
Advantages. And indeed whatever is eſſen- 
tial to our Acceptance with God, 1s level to. 
the Underſtanding of every honeſt and fair 
Enquirer. From whence we may eaſily col- 
lect, That whatever Speculations are above 
the Comprehenſion of a plain, good Man, 
though they may have a Place in the Syſtems 
of Men, are not made neceſſary Articles of 
Faith by the Goſpel ; which was deſigned to 
make us good Men; not arrogant and vain 
Diſputers. Let us then endeavour, in all 
our public Miniſtrations, to promote real, ſub- 
ſtantial, uſeful, Knowledge; holy and virtuous 
Practice; and, thereby, the eternal Happi- 
neſs of thoſe to whom we miniſter. Let us 
not, through Cowardice, or worldly Pru- 
dence, betray; or impriſon, important Truths: 
or flatter the Vices and Abſurdities of Men. 
Such Cowardice, and ſuch Prudence, will be 
found, at laſt, to be the greateſt Folly ; and 
will cover thoſe that practiſe them, with 
Confuſion and Contempt; but whilſt we 
maintain a proper Fortitude, there is a true 
Wiſdom, which it becomes us to ſtudy; 


and END will Poor's out, POOR one Time, 
RS, | 
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or Matitiet, of unfolding particular and im- 


portant Truths, in preference to another. 


Again; we live in an Age of Liberty and 
Learning, wherein our holy Chriſtianity has 


been oppoſed by many keen and ſubtile Ad- 
verſaries. Let us carefully ſtudy their Ob- 


jections; and when firmly ſettled in our 
Faith, as Chriſtians, (and thanks be to Gop, 
we have the moſt abundant Evidence for our 


Chriſtian Profeſſion and Hope ;) let us be ready 


to defend the Goſpel, and 10 give 4 Reaſon f 


the Hope that is in us, with Meekneſs and 


Courtely ; if peradventure, we may recover 
the bold Rejecters of divine Revelation: I 
ſay, bold Rejecters; for in this Age of Liberty 


and ſound Knowledge, they appear to be 
guilty of a much greater Crime, and of a 


more thorough Contempt of divine Grace 5 


and Mercy, than they would have been, if 


they had lived in former Ages; when man x 
abfard Practices, and incredible Doctrines, 


were retained; which now are juſtly ex- 
poets. In one Word, in all our public 
iniſtrations, let us take heed to maintain 


the Truth, to preſetve Charity, to promote 


real Holineks, and true Goodneſs, of Heart 


and Life; and to carry on the great Views 


of our Saviour's Kingdom, os Man- 
kind. 5 
In ſome ſuch Manner as this, 1 


| WY we ſhould take heed unto ourſelves, 
5 * unto our Doctrine; which I have. 
ä taken 


020 
taken the Liberty of bringing to your Re- 
membrance, though you, my Brethren, 
know theſe Things, as well as, Pr ner 5 

than, myſelf. 
I now proceed, 15 
III. To point out ſome of a 8 Bo- 
couragemenis ; which, we have. to take this 
wiſe and good heed 70 aur) lues, and to 
our Dagrene. :.:: -. | 
In general, all the Motives by. which the 
Goſpel urges Fidelity and Holigeſs upon 
Men, unite their Influences, to perſuade us 
to Diligence aud Integrity, in this Work. 
Hut more particularly, there are other Mo- 
tives, . which Peculiarly ECpArAge winiſterial 
Uprighineſs. 
„ heed. . curſe elves jus; unto 
aur Dod rine, we ſhall have an Opportunity 
of doing great Service in the World. And, 
to a benevolent, Heart, which wiſhes well to 
the temporal and eternal Intereſts. of Man- 
Kind, . this; will be a powerful Motive indeed. 
What can animate us more, than the Hope of 
rendering many Perſons, (and amongſt theſe, 
our deareſt Friends,) victuous, and happy for- 
ever? To terve them, in their temporal In- 
tereſts, 1s a great Pleaſure; but to aſſiſt 
them in Heir Conqueſt of Paſſion and Appe- 
tite, in their Attainment of moral and A 
gious Habits; and finally, in their Preparath 
oy and ES this, 1 i n gre Rs 
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and will fill every honeſt and good Heart 
JJ oO T2 
2. As a farther Motive to our miniſterial 
Care, let us conſider the Honour, that is 
confered upon us, in being Workers together 
with the great and holy God, and with the 
benevolent and compaſſionate Feſus, in the Sal- 
vation of Men. How ſhould it animate every 
rational Power within us, and fire out no- 
bleſt Ambition, and Benevolence, to conſi- 
der ourſelves as employed, in carrying on 
that great and gracious Deſign, which Gop 
by his Providence and Prophets, by his holy 
Angels and blefjed Son, has, from the Begin- 
ning of the World, been advancing; and 
will finally compleat, in the perfect Happi- 
ß 
3. (For 1 have but juſt Time to mention 
theſe glorious lac let us conlider how 
happy our Reward will be, if we ate faithful 
and good Miniſters of Chriſt. They, that turn 
many tv Righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as the Stars 
for ever and ever. Our Saviour's Kingdom 
is not of this World, nor are we to look for 
the Reward of our Fidelity, in the Emolu- 
ments and Honours of this Life, We have 
a nobler Proſpect, 4 better Hope, even the 
Crown, of immortal Glory, which, when Chrift, 
. the chief Shepherd, hail appear, evety honeſt 
and uſeful Miniſter ſhall receive; and, that 
Y go 4 , row orenvls hs ey, 
I ſhould now add ſotne general Reflections, 
but having already taken up ſo much of 
"kgs 1 Jour 
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your Time; 1 will conclude with a trier 


Addreſs, to the Perſons of this Society, and N 


to our Fellow Chriſtians here aſſembled. 
We are now going, at your Requeſt, to 


ordain to the Miniſtry, a Perſon that we 


doubt not will greatly recommend himſelf to 


your Eſteem, by faking beed voth unto him- 
ſelf, and unto bis Doctrine. And may Al- 


mighty God abundantly aſſiſt him, 7 08 be 


may labour amongſt you, in the F. ulneſe of the 
Bleſſing of the Goſpel of Chrift ! We are go- 


ing to ſeparate him unto this Work, by fer- 


vent Prayer, and alſo by Impoſition of Hands; 
which I mention, that I may take this pub- 


lic Opportunity of declaring, that we do not 


3 


preſume to be able to confer any miniſterial 


Powers, Gifts, or Abilities; that we cannot, 
as the Apoſtles did, beſtow the Holy Ghoſt, 
or any of his Gifts ; ; and that the — Mean- 


ing which we have, in laying on of Hands, 
zs to give a public Mark and Teſtimony, that 


we approve and receive him, as CNT 


of Jeſus Chriſt, 


And now, my F cllow-Chriſtians, you 


have heard in Part, how much Study, 
Watchfulneſs, and Application, this Work 
requires, from us; if wWe would either ſave 
aut ſelves, or thoſe that hear us: Let me, 


therefore, exhort you, to be Workers toge- 


ther with your Miniſters in promoting the 
grand and falutary Views of our holy Goſpel. 


Stand a , and F for your Li- 
2 5 | berty, 


ta) | 
berty, and Right to judge for yourſclvess | 
and receive nothing implicitly, even from 
your own Miniſters, Encourage them in 
holding faſt, and in improving, to the beſt Pur- 
_ Poſes, this noble Liberty. Support them, in 
their beſt Endeavours to underſtand, and to 
explain, the holy Scriptutes; and never tempt 
them, by any Peeviſhneſs, or Diſguſt, to deny, 
or to Diſeuiſe the Truth; but, by your Can- 
dor and Affection, encourage them to de- 
clare the whole Counſel of God, openly, and 
without Reſerve. Do not wiſh to be ſooth'd 
in your Ignorance, or Vice; but invite them, 


by your Attention and Candor, to uſe the ut 


moſt Liberty of honeſt Men, and of Chriſtian 
Miniſters, in preaching the Truth: | Without 
_ this Liberty, their Situation would be (laviſh 
and contemptible. Without liberty'to ſpeak 
the Truth, can they rectify any of your Mi- 
ſtakes ; remove any of your Prejudices ; or 
promote amongſt you any degree of real 

Knowledge, or of vital, genuine Religion? 
Seek for Inſtruction: and Reformation; for 
ſolid, ſubſtantial good Senſe, by which your 
Minds may be enlightened, your Hearts 
warm'd, and your Lives directed, and refin'd. 
| Deſpiſe the Effuſions and Rantsof Enthũſiaſm; 


the tele Artifices of Faction; and the Rage of 
Party-Zeal; all which may poſlibly 145% a0 : 
againſt youravowedClaim of judging for your- 
ſelyes. But be reſolute, in holding; candid 
and charitable, in ofing; honeſt and godly, 
B4 in 
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in improving, this unalienable Right; as the 
= Diſciples and Freed-men of | Chriſt Feſas, our 

Lord, I exbort- you, as Chriſtians; for to 
your Maſter Cbriſt, you muſt ſtand or fall: 
I adviſe you, as Proteſtants;' for on this Foun- 
dation the very name of Proteſtant, is built: 
J intreat your, as Proteflant-Diſſinters ; ; for if 
vou fail in this Point, of all Men you will be 

moſt Contemptible and Inexcuſable. Hold 
faſt, and improve, your Liberty, receive your 
; Miniſters, in the Spirit of Love; the grand and 
amiable Spirit of the Goſpel. And if they 
take heed unto fhemſelues, and unto their 
Ducitrine, eſteem them very highly, in love, for 
their Work's ſale. I hus ſhall we be mutual 
Helpers of each other's Joy, at preſent; and, 
when allithe: Trials of Mortality ſhall be over, 
we may hope to have an abundant Entrance 
into the de tb tap * our W Foes 
2 unto e . is able 5 
Ingabrindamly, above all that we aſk; or think, 
be Glory, in the Church, by Chriſt Jeſus, 


throughout all ns" awd "without s. 
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Then this Sermon was PIE the Tavitation of 
Mr. Sm ithſon to the Paſtoral Office by the 
" Congregation then preſent, and his Accept- 
*ance of it, were publicly declared ; and the 
Following Queſtions propoſed to. Lin. 1. 
What are your Views in undertaking the 
miniſterial Offices 2. What is your Reſo- 
lution with regard to your upright and faith- 
ful Behaviour in it? 3. What Rule of, 
Def&rint and Practice do yu propoſe 2 
yourſelf, at a Mimfter-and Chriſtian? © 
What are your Sentiments, with Regard 65 
be Reformation, in Contradiſtinion to the 
Romiſh Profeſſion? v. How are you af- 
Ffected to the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the pre- 
© fent Royal Family of the Houſe of Hanover? 


Jo all which Queſtions Mr. Smithſon gave 


very proper and loyal Anſwers : And having. 
made a public Confeſfion of his Cbriſtian Faith, 
the Miniflters proceeded ſolemnly to ſet: bins 
- Apart to the Workof the Miniſtry, by Prayer 
and Impoſition of Hands. And then the Revd. 


Mr. Taylor of Norwich Midyfes: Agel 
vin alen ED: 


, ; * 
- 
. 7 * 
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gb Dear BROTHER, 


Work of the Miniſtry: and it falls to 


my il Lot to exhort you to be wiſe and taithful | 


in the Diſcharge of it, 
'Beyors your Attention is too much fath gu d, 


Jet me recommend one Thing, which T am 
perſuaded will be of greater Service than what- 
ever I can advance. And that is, to peruſe . 


ſeriouſly. the Epiſtles to Timothy and Titus. 


For there you will be directed, by an inſpired 
Apoſtle, in every Part of your Duty and Con- 


duct, upon the nobleſt Principles, and by the 


moſt forcible Motives and Arguments. And 
the oftner you meditate upon ** Epiſtles, 
and Study to have your Heart affected with 
them, the better you will be accompliſhed | in 
9 miniſterial Qualification, 

| Wrar 


Ob are now ſolemnly ſet Apart to the 


PO. 


DID => 


(27) 
Wrar I have further to offer. ſhall be 
grounded upon the Words of St. Paul, 1 Tim. 
iv, 6. Thou ſhalt be a good Miniſter of Jeſus 


Chriſt, nouriſhed up in the Words f Faith and 
good Doctrine. 


HRE we have a ſummary Account of 
miniſterial Accompliſhments. I would diſ- 
play them more at large, and conſider di- 
ſtinctly the principal Ingredients that enter 
into the Character of @ good Miniſter of f Jeſus 
Chriſt, under the three following Heads. 

The Dignity and Importance of the Office. 
2. The Difficulty of it. 3. The Qualifica- 
tions for it, or how we are moſt * to be 
ſucceſsfu] i in it. 
I. Ir is a neceſſary Ingredient i in the Cha- 
* rater of @ good Miniſter of Feſus Chriſt, that 
he have a juſt Senſe of the Dignity and In- 
portance of his Office, We are engag'd in the 
ſame honourable Work with the holy Pro- 
phets and Servants of God, which have been, 
from the Beginning of the World, diſtin- 
guiſh'd by ſo many ſhining and illuſtrious 
Marks of his Fayour : We are Fellow-La- 
bourers with the Apoſtles of our Lord, thoſe 
Worthies of high Renown, who being accom- 
pany'd by the mighty Power of God, carried 
the Goſpel, like a heavenly Sun, thro! all 
Difficulties, thro' all Oppoſition of human 
Power and Wiſdom, into the Darkneſs of the 
Heathen World, and there fix'd the glorious 
LEY, which remains among us to this Day. 


ed 


PPTH 


Yes, which is nil much more wonderful, we 
are erpploy'd in the fame divine Work, fot 
which the Son of God himſelf came down 
from Heaven. For, to this End was he born, 
and for this Cauſe came he into the World, 


tio bear Witneſs to the Truth : And tis our 


happy Employment to bear Witneſs to the 
ame Truth. He was the Light of the World, 
Job vii. 12; and he has appointed us, in 


our Degree and Station, to be alſo the Lig 114 
of the World, Mat. v. 14. He is the Way 15 
Truth, and 2 Life ; or the true Way to 715 


Tife ; and *tis our Buſineſs to publiſh that 
etetnal Life as the free Gift of God, and to 
direct Men in the true Way that leads to it. 
We ate the Setvants of Cbriſti; and he has 


of the living God, in the Houſe and Family 
of God, which he loves, among whom he 
dwells, and is worſhipped, and for which 
Chrift tied, that be might ſanct ſy and cleanſe 
i, and preſent it to himſelé, a glorious Church, 


holy and without Blemiſh. And here, in the 


Church, tis our Duty and Honour to ſhine as 
Stars in the right Hand of Chriſt, Rev. 1. 20, 
to ſhew the Glory of God, ſhining in his 
Face, and to protnote the Salvation of Souls, 


fo dear and precious in his Sight; to inſtruct 


the Ignorant, to awaken the Secute, to 
reform the Wicked, to pluck Sinners out of 


the Jaws of Deſtruction, to comfort the 
5 to ſopport the Weak, to 
1821 build 


alſign'd our honourable Station in the Church 
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build up Saints, in Faith, Hope, and Joy, Lay 
to lead em on to the Regions of 1 oy 

Happinefs. This is the End of our Mioiftry. 
And it the Dignity of a Thing is juſtly mea- 
fured by the End and Defign of it, what 
can be greater, what more Sublime than the 
Miniſtry which we have received of the Lord 


Jeſus? . Eſpecially, as it is not confin'd to a 


fingle Perſon, or a few, but to as many as our 
Voices can reach, and is 2 common and pub- 


lic Good; and muſt be allow'd to confer a 


ſingular Worth upon thoſe that diſcharge it 
wo.  Wheſfoever ſhall do and teach our Savi- 
our's Doctrine, the ſame ſhall be called great in 
the Kingdom of Heaven, Mat. v. 19. Indeed 


in this World we are not encourag'd to expect 


much; but in the better World, They that are 
Wie e he as the brightneſs of the Firma» 
ment, and they that turn many to Ri gDteoufneſs 15 
as the Stars for ever and ever. Br other, tis ef» 


ſential to our Character as good Miniſter s of 


 Fefus Chrift, to have our Hearts well ſeaſoned 
with the Dignity and Importance of our 
Work, Otherwiſe, if our Notions of it are 
low, our Endeavours will be negligent, 
cold and feeble. 

II. 'T1s no leſs expedient, that we be. duely 
appriz d of the Difficulty ; of it which will be 


found equal to its Weight and Worth. For 


ſo ĩt is ordered by infinite Wiſdom, that what- 


ever is great and excellent, ſhould be attended 


8 n Diffeulties. And, as it 
| 18 
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is the principal Office of a Preacher; not only 
to feed the Pious and Sincere, with the Bread 
of Life, but alſo to reclaim Sinners from their 


evil Ways: not only to animate ſuch as are 


engag' d in the Chriſtian Courſe, but alſo to 
excite thoſe that Slumber in Sloth and Indo- 
lence; laſtly, not only to keep ſuch as are 


Spiritually alive in Health and Vigour, by the 


Doctrine of Truth and Salvation, but alſo to 
raiſe thoſe that are dead in Sins, to the Life 


of God; what can be more Arduous, what 


more Difficult, than this Work ? In which, 


we fight againſt the Powers of Senſe and Ap- 
petite; we ſtruggle with the Violence of cor- 
rupt Affections; we contend with the Ob- 


ſtinacy of inveterate Habits; we labour to 
cure thoſe, who are averſe to falutary Medi- 


eines; we call to the wilfully Deaf; we ſhew 


Light to the wilfully Blind ; whoſe Eyes the 
God of . this World has blinded ; in-whoſe 
Hearts, and Affections, the World has the chief 
Command who, if they are preſs'd with Ad- 
_ verſity, regard nothing but what may relieve 
their preſent Wants, and remove their Bur- 
dens; if they fail in the pleafing Gales of 


Proſperity, are ſwell'd with Pride, and diſdain 
all ſalutary Admonitions. And, among the 
various Caſes, and very different Tempers, to. 


which we addreſs ourſelves, how hard is it to 


take our aim ſo ſure, as to 'bit the Mark, and | 


do Execution ? Where ſhall we find the pene 
trable Te, | in the Hearts of the Profane, the 
Eh "Senſual, 
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Senſual, the Proud, the Fami wide to 


fix the Sword of the Spirit, the Word of God ? 
How ſhall we diſcover the ſecret Paſſage, 


thro? which Light may be introduc'd into the 


Darkneſs of the Ignorant ? On which Side of 


the Underſtanding ſhall we ſhew the Glory of 
the Goſpel, that ſome few Rays may dart 
| into it? 


CnRISTTAN Friends, would to God you 


could tell us, what Arguments, what Motives; 


what manner of Addreſs, would be moſt of 


fectual, to convince you of the Danger of Sin, 
the Neceſſity of Repentance, and the vaſt Im- 


portance of attending to the Things that be- 


long to your everlaſting Peace? Say, how 


ſhall we repreſent Eternity, how ſhall we diſ- 
play the Terrors of the Lord, to awaken you, 


into a ſerious concern for your own Salvation? 
How (ſhall wedeſcribethe Coming of our Lord, 
to excite you to a diligent Preparation for it 
In what View, ſhall we place the heavenly 
World, to raiſe your Affections thither, and 


to fix em above the pernicious Influence of 
Things Temporal and Corporeal? In moſt 


Caſes, we can only draw the Bow at a Venture, . 


ang bonne it to God to direct the Arrow. 


Alas! Brother, we are but earthen Veſſels, 


what and imperfect ; the Excellency of the 


Power is not of us, but of God. Theſe Re. 


flections ſerve to ſnew how great a Province 


we have to manage, how weighty a Burden li- 
eth upon our Shoulders, and with how much 


Diligence we ſhould Rudy to have Wiſdom and 
Reſolution 
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Keſolutlon, in ſome proportion to thoſe Dif- 


culties ; and eſpecially with what Earneſtnefs, 
Reverence, and Humility, we ſhould endea- 


vour to ingage the divine Goodneſs and Pro- 
vidence to affiſt our Infirmity, and to make 
us ſucceſsful, in a Work ſo much above our 
on Strength. This leads us to the Third Be. 


IR, Head; namely, 
III. Tur Qualiſications for this Work, or 


in what Way we may fecure the Blefling of 


God, and render our Endeayours ſucceſsful. 
And, 
1. THE fiſt wad fondamental Gasen 


i; . that we be nouriſhed up in the Words of 
Faith, and ſound Dadtrine. Faith relates to 
our Principles, or to a right Knowledge and 


Perſuaſion of the Love of God in Chrift ; 


| ſound Doctrine relates to Practice, or right 


Behaviour, in every Relation, Condition, and 


Station of Life. And in both thefe; Brother, 
| It ſhould be our prineipal and conſtant Care to 


be nouriſhed up. As the Body, by continu- 
ally receiving proper Nuttiment, grows in 
Statute, and Strength; ſo the Mind js in- 


larg'd, and invigerated, by frequently rumi- 
nating upon, and thoroughly Digeſting, Spi- 
ritual Truths. 
recommends Induſtry and Perſeverance in the 
Study of true Knowledge. But whence muſt 


Here, therefore, the Apoſtle 


we = Ak this Spiritual Nutriment? From the 


Word of God, in the hol yScriptures. That's 
i the Milk, by which we Fr ; that's the glo- 
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tiouß Sun, which illuminates the Church, 


enlightens our Eyes, and guides our Feet in the 
Way of Truth and Holineſs ; that's the hea- 


venly Treaſure, where the Minifter enriches 


bis Mind ; that, the grand Magazine, where 


he finds effectual Artillery, to combat every 


Enemy, and to caſt down the ſtrong Holds 
of Sin and Satan; and tis, by the Study of 


that, he is compleatly furniſh'd with all that 
he ought to know, and practiſe himſelf; and 
all, he ought to teach others, for their Edifi- 
cation, According to the Apoſtle, 2 Tim. 


iſ. 16. Al Scripture is profitable for Doctrine, 


for Reproof, for Corretijon, for Inſtruction in 
Righteouſneſs : that the Man of God may be 


HWYorks. By ſtudying and underſtanding the 


Seriptures, the Miniſter has a clear View of 


the Truth, ſees that he ſtands upon firm 


and ſolid Grounds, gains Life, Steadineſs, 
Spirit, and Aſſurance, in his Miniſtrations ; | 
and recommends himſelf to the Conſciences - 
of all that hear him. We juſtly make the 
Scriptures the Standard of revealed Truth ; 
and, if we all ſtudied them cloſely and im- 
partially, moſt of our religious Uncertainties 
would be at an End. "Twas. a ſevere Re- 


proach upon the Sadducces, 17 do ert, not 


know! ng the Scriptures, But 0 if We neglect | 
the Study of them, it will fall much heavier 


upon #5, who enjoy far ſuperior Means of 
_underſtanding them, and profeſs greater Re- 
_ *gards to them. I may add; this is a Work, 


in 


440 


in which every Perſon muſt ingage for him- 5 


ſelf, and not take up bis religious Kno-w- 


ledge upon Truſt from others. Others may 
aſſiſt, and I ſhould willingly accept their Al- 


fiſtance ; but I muſt ſee with my own Eyes; 
I, according to the Capacity and Means 
which God hath given, muſt underſtand the 
Word of God myſelf, digeſt it myſelf, and 


work it upon my own Heart myſelf ; other- 


wiſe my Faith, and frame of Mind, will not 


ſtand upon the Wiſdom of God, but the 


Opinions of Men. And, Brother, it is a 


Work, in which we ſhould be conſtantly 


. engaged, through our whole Courſe. It 


cannot be diſpatched all at once ; but as our 


Bodies require daily Nouriſhment, ſo we 


| ſhould be continually feeding and improving 


our Minds, with the Word of God, the 
Bread of everlaſting Life. 

2. Bu r any Knowledge, or Perſuaſion, 
meerly ſpeculative, how exact or excellent 
ſoever in itſelf, will be of little Significancy 


to any of us, eſpecially to a Miniſter, if it 


is not worked upon the Heart; and reduced 
to Practice. This makes the Teacher com- 


pleat, and moſt ſucceſsful in his Profeſſion. 


It is the grown Tree, that bears Fruit; and 


he is the moſt perfect Inſtructer, who has 
himſelf taken deep and firm Root, in Virtue 
and Godlineſs. He, who is exerciſed in Ho- 
Uůneſs, can beſt explain its Nature: and he 
1 * engaged in the Coulhct with Vice 


1 
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be who has practiſed Self. Denial; he who 
bas gained many a Victory over the World, 
the Fleſh, and the wicked One; can beſt in- 
form us how every ſpiritual Enemy is to be 
combated. So the experienced Mariner, moſt 
clearly underſtands the Dangers of the Sea, 
and how they are to be guarded againſt; the 


Traveller, well verſed in the Road, is beſt 
acquainted with all the Turns, the ſhort Cuts, 


and By-ways; and the Soldier, who has 
fought many a Battle, muſt have a different 
Notion of the military Art, from him, who 
has never faced an Enemy. And who can 
better repreſent the Pleaſures of Communion 


with God, than he who has often taſted them? 


Or the Power of Faith, than he, that feels 
it in his own Soul? Or the Ardor and De- 
lights of Divine Love, than he, whoſe 
| Breaſt is warmed with the heavenly Flame ? 
Bu T farther ; it is only the Man of Vir- 
tue and ſincere Picty, that can teach, by his 


own Example. And bright Examples of 


| Virtue are more effectual to honour God, 
and direct the Lives of Men, than either 
polite, or pathetic Diſcourſes. We allow 


Learning, and miniſterial Talents, their 


Worth and Eſteem; but they are all made 
good and become truely uſeful, by the Splen- 


dor and Dignity of A holy 3 For this : 


is the moſt ſenſible and perſuaſive Confirma- 
tion of our Doctrine; as it is the beſt Proof 


that we believe it ourſelves, Such a Preacher 


C * Was 
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cas St. Paul: he ſhewed, in his own Cont 
duct, the Inſttuctions, Which he pave others, 


1 Cor. f iv. 16. 1 beſerch you, be ye Followers of 


me. We baue wronged no Man, we have 
corrupted no Man, we baue defrauded no Man. 
Phil. iv. 9. Thoſe Things, which ye have both 


learned. 2 received, and heard; and ſeen in 
ne; do: and the God of Peace hall & with. 


vu And he charges Timothy, Chap. iv. 12. 
in Converſation, in chen, in Sp irit; in Faith, 


in Purity. And, indeed, how can his Preach- | 
ing be of any weight, who denies in his 


Morals, what he advances in the Pulpit ; and 


tramples upon -thit, in his Life, which he 
recotmmends and extols in his Doctrine? 
Surely; he, who would make others clean, 

muſt firſt cleanſe himſelf; muſt firſt be wite 


_ himſelf, and fo make others wiſe ; firſt be a 
Light himſelf, and fo enlighten others; firſt 


come to God himſelf, and fo draw others to 
God; firſt be ſanctified himſelf, and fo ſanc- 


tify others; firſt have pure and rightebus 


Hands himſelf, and fo ſttetch them out, to 


guide and ſupport othets. And this, I fear, 
is the Reaſon, why, ſeeing Preachers are ſo 


numerous, yet fo fow ate brought to a re- 


ligious Life. It is becauſe the Force of Ex- 


ample is wanting. They ſay, and do not; 


and therefore no "one wade Witt” they 
5 1 fs 


Be thou an Example of tbè Believers, in Word; 


3. Au 
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. AvoTHnR miniſterial Quilificition; 
is, Parity and ReQitude of Intention, in our 
Work; ; which is, when, ſetting aſide our 
own private Intereſts and Honour, we fix 
our Minds only upon the Honour of our 
ro and the Salvation of thoſe that hear 

This we ſhould principally regard ; this 
Mould be our chief Aim ; this ſhould be the 
Burden of our Thoughts ; this we ſhould 
always have before our Eyes; nor ſhould we 
ever turn our Minds from it, For ſurely, 
in a Caſe, which ſo much concerns the glory 
of God, and the everlaſting Life of _ 
redeemed by the precious Blood of Chriſt, i 
1s highly unworthy, neglecting Things of > 
great Moment, to have greater Reſpe& to 
popular Applauſe, and our own Repuration. 
When a dear and beloved Child is in immi- 
nent Danger, will a Father, going for the 
Phy fician, amuſe himſelf with trifling Oc- 
currences, by the Way? Then how prepoſ- 


terous and deteſtable is it, when we are em- 5 


ployed, in preſerving, not the Bodies of Men, 
from temporal Death; but their Souls, 
from everlaſting Deſtruction; to ſuffer our 
Hearts to be diverted by the Triftes of the 
World, or amuſed with the falſe and empty 
Bubble of human Praiſe ? and yet this Thief 


is very apt to ſteal into our — Self= 


love is a Principle, deeply rooted in our Na- 
ture; and, if not well guarded and corrected, 
may lead us into much Folly and Sin. And 


the 
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which may ſpoil all our Performances; and, 
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the Preacher is in ſo much the greater Dan- 


ger from the deceitful Paſſion, as he ſeems to 
have a noble and juſt Foundation for Ho- 
nour and Praiſe, he: ſeeks not the Fame of 


| bodily Strength, or Valour ; not of Beauty 


or Riches ; which are low, frail, and tranſi- 


tory; but of the Endowments of the Mind; 
of Genius, and Underſtanding; of Eloquence, 
liberal Education, Learning, and even of 
Probity itſelf; all which ſhould ſhine, and 
may very lawfully and. laudably ſhine, in a 
well accompliſhed Preacher. Now, as this 
complicated Honour is the more excellent, 
the more we are in Danger of being inor- 
dinately deſirous of it. We ſhould there- 
fore, Brother, in the fear of God, and a juſt 
Suſpicion of ourſelves; diligently ſcrutinize 


our Hearts, and baniſh this lurking Thief, 


after a Courſe of much Induſtry, rob us of 


our Reward and Praiſe, in the Sight of God, 
The End of our Work, and conſequently 


the Work itſelf, riſes far above the World, 
far above all buman, temporal Conſiderati- 
ons; and accordingly, we 'ought to look at 


| ſomething far higher, and more excellent, 


The Coming of our Lord; the great Re- 


compence of Reward ; Well done, good and 


faithful Servant; the Crown of eternal Glory; 
theſe, Brother, theſe, ſhould reign in our 
Tearts, and fix the End of all our Mi- 
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4.1 ADD, as a diſtinct Principle and Motive, 
the Love of God, and of the Souls of Men; 


an unfeigned, ardent Defire of the divine 


Glory, and the Salvation of thoſe that hear 
us. Brother, the hungry ſhould not ſo much 
defire Food, nor the covetous Wealth, nor 
the ambitious Honour, as faithful Miniſters © 
ſhould defire and thirſt after the eternal Hap- 
pineſs of Mankind. This ſhould be the true 
Motive of our undertaking the Work, and 
this, the Principle, upon which we carry it 


on. It was Love to God and Man, that 


brought the Redeemer down, from the 
Glories of Heaven, into our World ; where 


he laboured in all Offices of Goodneſs, for 
our Salvation, Jahn iv. 34. It was bis Meat 


to do the Will of bim, that ſent him ; and to 


finiſh bis Work. It was his greateſt Pleaſure, 


and Satisfaction, even more than ſatisfying 
the natural Appetites and Wants of the Body, 


to teach Men the Way to eternal Life; and 


to bring them into it by ſincere Repentance. 
In how many Places doth: the Apoftle Paul 
ſhew this Diſpoſition and fervent Zeal? 2 Cor. 
i, 4. with what Affliction and Anguiſh of 
Heart, with what Tears, did he write his 
firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians ; becauſe he 

was afraid they had departed from the Sim- 
plicity of the Goſpel? who is weak? and 1 
am not weak? who is offended, and I burn not? 


T endure all Things for the Ele&s ſake, that 
> ey alſo may obtain the Salvation which is | 


in 
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in 25 Jeſus, with eternal Glory? In the 


reateſt Variety of the ſtrongeſt Expreſſions, 
- ſignifies his Love to them. Their Im- 
provement in Faith, Love, Holineſs, Unity, 
Peace, Charity, was the greateſt Joy of his 
Heart; their Failure, in any of thoſe, his 
greateſt Sorrow and Grief He refuſed no 
Labours, Difticulties, Sufferings, to promote 
their ſpiritual Welfare; he was always ready 
with Joy, to ſpend, and to be ſpent, for them; 
to be offered upon the Sacrifice and Service 
of their Faith. Being affettionately defirous of 
them, he was willing to have zmparted unto 
them, not only the Goſpel, but aiſo his own 


Sou; becauſe 65 were dear unto him. Bro- 


ther, the ſame Mind, the ſame Affection, the 


ſame ardent Zeal for the Salvation of Men, 


ſhould be in us alſo. And this is the very 
Life and Soul of our Work; which will more 
contribute to the right Performance of it, 
than any Rules of Art, that we can follow, or 
any Accompliſhments in human Learning, 
that we can attain. For, when we have a deep 


Senſe of the Honour of God, and are per- 


ſuaded we are doing him eminent Service, 
in teaching Men, and forming their Minds 


after his Image, and leading them on to eter- 
nal Glory; when it is once well rivetted in 
our Spirits, that we may be inſtrumental to 
bring Numbers to the beavenly World, there 


for ever to live with them, in the Preſence 
of God; When we conſider how many at- 


tend 


* 
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tend upon our Miniſtry ; what Glory God 


has prepared for them, and in how great 
Danger they are of falling ſhort, and of pe- 


riſhing for ever, through Ignorance, Uabelief, 


the Luſts of the Fle(h, the love of the World, 


and - ſuch like Caules,” what Fire of Zeal 


will not this kindle in our Breaſts ? what ear- 


_ neſt Defires and Endeavours to carry on our 


Work, in the moſt ſucceſsful Manner? This 
will readily ſuggeſt every Method of per- 
ſuading ; and urge us to attack the Minds of 
our Hearers, with all the moſt forcible Ar- 
tillery of Eloquence ; to beat them out of the 


ſtrong Holds of Unbelief and Wickedneſs, 


and to draw them to the Fear of God, and 
the Faith of the Goſpel. It is this Affection 
of Mind, that argues, intreats, rebukes, ter- 
rifies, aſtoniſhes, and transforms itſelf into 
every Affection and Figure of Speech. This 
ſupplies Nerves and Spirits; Force and Acri- 
mony, to rouſe the languid, drowſy Hearer. 
In ſhort, as I have ſaid, this is the very Life 
and Soul of our Work; and therefore, who- 
ever would diſcharge it, as a good Miniſter 
of Teſus Chriſt, ſhould labour to gain this 
Mind, this fervent Love to God, and ardent. 


deſite to promote the Salvation of Men. 


Bur how ſhall we obtain this excellent 


and admirable Diſpoſition ? By Meditation 


and Prayer, Meditation is ſerious and cloſe 
Reflection upon our Work, and the ſeveral 
Branches of Doctrine, which we teach; to 

W impteſi 
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impreſs them upon our own Hearts; to give 
them their due Weight and Force upon our 
own Thoughts. 'Thus, our Minds are wa- 
tered and fed; thus right Affections are 
ſtrengthened ;' thus we ourſelves ſhall feel 
what we ſpeak ; thus we ſhall act under a 
deep and lively Senſe of our Work, and with 
a real Defire and Endeavour to do good. By 
fervent Prayer for ourſelves, and for our 
People, we call in the Affiſtance of God, by 
whofe Spirit and Blefling alone we carry on 
our Work with Comfort 'and Succeſs. Paul 
_ Planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the 
Increaſe. Our Sufficiency is of God; it is 
God that makes us able Miniſters of the 
New Teſtament. It is therefore abſolutely 
| neceſſary, Brother, that, in a humble Senſe 
of our own Unworthine ſs and Inſufficiency, 
we conſtantly pour out our Hearts before 
the Throne of Grace; that we may derive 
Power, from on High, to ſupply our De- 
fects, to ſtrengthen our Hands, to animate 
our Endeavours ; and to ſet home upon our 
own Hearts, and the Hearts of thoſe: that 
hear 30 the e Doctrine, which we 
teach. | 
AN thus, Brother, by Meditation and 
Prayer, through the Grace of Chriſt, and 
the Influences of the Spirit of God, you ſhall 
be ſupplied, ſtrengthened and inimated: Thus 
you will ſce the Glory of the Goſpel, and 
feel the Power, the Comfort, and the * 
0 


6 


of it, im your own Soul: Thus you may 


hope your Labours will be ſucceſsful, and 


your Life happy. However, you are ſure 


to receive a Crown of Glory, when our 
Lord, the chief Shepherd, ſhall appear. 


Ax D now, permit me to addreſs all, who. 


are here preſent, and have been Witneſſes ; 
of this ſolemn Tranſaction. You have heard 
the Importance, the Dignity, the Difficulty, 
of the miniſterial Work. What remains, 
is to crave. your favourable Acceptance of our 
| Labours, your ſerious Concurrence with us, 
to advance the Knowledge and Power of 


true Religion ; and your earneſt . to 
Od. for a Bleſſing upon us. 


BRETHREN, pray for us; that, as through 


the good Providenee of God, we have now 
. a new Labourer into the Vineyard, 
we may all be ſtill more enlightened with 
the Knowledge of the Truth, as it is in 


Jeſus; and that this Event may turn out 
greatly to the Furtherance of the Goſpel | 


among us. Pray for us, that our Hearts 


may be more affected, and our Lives more 
governed, by the great and weighty Things 
| which we preach. Pray for us, that our 
love to Souls, and our Concern for the Sal- 
vation of periſhing Sinners, may be increaſed, 


Pray for us, that our Spirits may be iupport- 
ed, our Life and Vigour augmented, in 
every good Work. Pray for us, that we 


may be > from the Power of every 


3 __ 
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a 1 "that we-may be more i dn 
more holy, more humble, more ſelf deny- 


ing. Pray for us, that our private Studies, 
and public Labours, may be attended with 


the mighty Workings of the divine Power, 


to carry us on comfortably in them, and to 


make them effectual to the Converſion and 
Salvation of many. As we remember you, 
remember us in your Prayers. Thus we ſhall 


have Comfort in one another: thus the God 


of Peace will be with us: and thus we ſhall 


rejoice together at the Gig of the 58 
Jeſus ma AMEN: 1 2 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


1 we Preſs, and 7 þ will be publiſhed ; x 


Lord's Supper explained upon Scripture Principles, 4 
and adapted to the Uſe of coinmon Chriſtians, "BF Jou 
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